
Formula and Parts of Speech Poems 
 

#1 

 Noun                                              Nurse 

 Verb, verb, verb                           Helps, wraps, heals 

 Prepositional phrase                    At the clinic   

 Prepositional phrase                    Around the wound 

 Prepositional phrase                    In the emergency room 

 Verb                                              Cares 

 

 

 
#2  

Pick a color                                                Green       

Describe something associated to it         Makes me think of Spring 

Simile or metaphor                                   Like a tree covered with leaves       

Adverb or adverb phrase (where)           In a wooded forest 

 

 

#3 

Participle, participle, participle                Leaping, soaring, flying 

Noun (or noun phrase)                              The superhero                             

Adverb (how)                                              Nonchalantly 

Verb                                                             Crashed 

Adverb (where or when)                           Into the wall 

 

 



Write 2 Portrait poems about someone you admire or love.   
 

Portrait Poem 
 

Line 1:  Person’s name 

Line 2:  Why special 

Line 3:  Saying associated with the person 

Line 4:  What he/she did (or a quality) 

Line 5:  What he/she did (or a quality) 

Line 6:  Your feeling about that person 

 

Example: 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Civil rights leader 

Declared, “I have a dream,” 

As he led the march on Washington, D.C. and 

       awakened the nation’s conscience 

He helped us to see that the idea that all men are  

       created equal could be a reality 

He inspires me to help make the dream be true.



Haiku 

 
Haiku is a type of poem which comes from Japan.  It tries to capture one 

beautiful thought or scene, usually about nature, although it can also be 

about feelings or experiences.  A Haiku must paint an image in the reader’s 

mind with only a few words.  Most English poets write Haiku with 3 lines 

that do NOT rhyme and use a pattern of 17 syllables or accents. (5-7-5) 

 

Write 3 Haiku poems.  Picture a nature scene.  (Look at pictures or picture 

it in your mind)   Try looking closely at only a small part of the scene as 

though you are looking through a magnifying glass. (Example:  at a single 

snowflake, a dewdrop, the petal of a flower)  Think of the mood you are 

trying to convey with your poem.  After you write your poem, reread it.  

Then reread it aloud (to someone else if possible). Have them explain the 

image they get as they read it or hear it.  Keep working to rewrite and 

improve your haiku until it conveys they meaning you intend.  For your 

poetry folder you can choose your 2 best haiku poems and add pictures 

or sketches to represent your poems.    

 

Examples: 

 

 

Warm red apples hang         (5 syllables)  

In heavy loaded orchards     (7 syllables) 

Apple cider soon                    (5 syllables) 

 

 

 

 
Little blue bird there                 (5) 

Chirping gladly on her nest      (7) 

Two eggs hidden well                (5) 

 



Tanka 
 

Tanka is another type of Japanese poem.   

A tanka is a mood piece.   

It is usually about love, sadness, how short life is, or seasons.   

Tankas have 5 lines but does NOT rhyme.   

It has a pattern of 31 syllables or accents. (5-7-5-7-7) 

 

Example: 

 

The bright sun smiles down          (5) 

October skies crisp and blue        (7) 

Pumpkins dot the fields             (5) 

Blushing trees do whisper now       (7) 

Lady autumn’s passing through .     (7) 

 
 



Bio Poem 

 
This is a mini-biography poem.   

On lines 3-10 use the opening words given below. 

 

Write a bio poem about yourself.  Try to write about your real 

feelings. (Don’t write silly things) 

 

Line 1  -  Name or Nickname 

Line 2  – Four Traits 

Line 3  – Related to… 

Line 4  – Who cares deeply about… 

Line 5  – Who feels… 

Line 6  – Who needs… 

Line 7  – Who gives… 

Line 8  – Who fears… 

Line 9  – Who would like to see… 

Line 10 –Resident of … 

Line 11 –last name (optional if your last name can be on line one) 

 

 
Example: 

Susan Lee  

Athletic, fun-loving, bold adventurer, cake baker 

Daughter of Ronald and MaryAnn, 

Who cares deeply about family and friendship, 

Who feels it is important to do the right thing, 

Who needs quiet time alone at the end of the day, 

Who gives 100% to sports and school work, 

Who fears having to be alone during a storm, 

Who would like to see everyone get along, 

Resident of Oklahoma 

Willingham 



Write 3 definition poems about a concept: (Example:  friendship, 

love, beauty, loyalty, integrity, )  Use a dictionary if it helps. 
 

 

Definition Poem 

 
Line 1:  What is (concept word) ? 

Line 2 – 6:  Phrases defining the concept 

Line 7:  That is (concept word)! 

 

Example: 

 

What’s a theory 

 A systematic statement of principles 

 A formulation of apparent relationships 

 An idea 

 A mental plan 

 Pure science 

That’s a theory! 

 

 



Quatrain 

 
Any four line poem that rhymes.  Quatrains may have 

different rhyme schemes. Write 2 quatrains.  

 

Choosing colors, feeling cloth,    (a) 

Flitting around just like a moth    (a) 

How I wish they’d give a prize,   (b) 

When I find my perfect size.        (b) 

 

 

Missy is my best friend’s cat           a 

Stripes of orange and white             b 

She loves to play in paper bags       c 

And prowls the house by night.      b 

 

Or rhyme scheme ABAB 
 

 



Cinquain 
 

A cinquain is a simple poem of five lines.  The lines do not rhyme, but they 

do follow a pattern.  Write 2 cinquain poems that follow the pattern 

below. 
 

Line 1 – 2 syllables   (usually a noun one word topic ) 

Line 2 – 4 syllables (two adjectives describing topic) 

Line 3 – 6 syllables (three verbs with –ing) 

Line 4 – 8 syllables (phrase or sentence about the topic) 

Line 5 – 2 syllables (one word synonym for Line 1) 

 

Examples: 

Earthworm 

Wiggly, slimy 

Creeping, slinking, searching 

Slithers silently on his way 

Slowpoke 

Moon 

High, silent 

Shining, turning, disappearing 

Makes the night magical 

Beacon 

 

Bear 

Furry, large 

Growling, crashing, roaring, 

Always on the prowl 

Beast 

 

 

Cowboys 

Rough, ready 

Riding, roping, branding 

Yipee! Free and happy 

Range-riders 



Diamante 
The French word diamante means “diamond.”  Diamante means “set with diamonds or other sparkling 

decorations.”  

 
A diamante is a poem set, or written, in the shape of a diamond.  

There are several variations of the diamante.  

The most common form of diamante is the seven-line version.  This 

form is written abut two contrasting or opposite subjects and makes a 

comparison between them by moving from one to the other. 

 

Write 2 Diamante poems.  Be sure to form a diamond shape. 
 

Structure: 

Line 1 – one noun that names the first subject of the diamante 

Line 2 – two adjectives that describe the first subject 

Line 3 – three -ing words that are related to the first subject 

Line 4 – four nouns, first two related to the first subject (named in line #1) 

              And the second two related to the second subject (named in line #7) 

Line 5 – three –ing words that are related to the second subject 

Line 6 – two adjectives that describe the second subject 

Line 7 – one noun that names the second subject of the diamante 

 

Example: 
Egg 

Tiny, blue 

Rocking, cracking, exploding 

Nest, shell, ** beak, foot 

Squawking, gazing, shivering 

Wide-eyed, feathery 

Bird 

 

Love 

Adorable, sweet 

Caring, helping, cherishing 

Heart, hugs, fear, meanness 

Destroying, depressing, hurting 

Unkind, rude 

Hate 


